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TRENDING

IT’S good to be Volvo 
these days. The Swedish con-
structor was bought by Chi-
nese giant Geely in 2010 and, 
whereas many announced 
that would be the end of 
Volvo as we knew it, in turn, 
new owners quickly under-
stood what they had to do 
to make such an established, 
traditional player into a 
brand that could compete 
with the premium Germans 
– and, maybe, even win?

Geely gave Swedish engi-
neers the resources they 
needed to create a whole 
new catalogue of cars and 
to structure the transition 
from fuel-powered cars into 
the electric era they believed 
was coming.

The result was – is – a case 
of study. Volvo is the trendi-
est name in the industry 
right now. Unlike BMW or 
Mercedes, seen as conserva-
tive choices for those seek-
ing premium quality but 
unwilling to take any risks, a 
Volvo is a cool car with a dis-
cerning image.

I have not driven a Volvo in 
the last decade that I didn’t 
like. Some I really enjoyed, 
like the XC60 or V60. And 
yes, they do feel quite differ-
ent to any BMW or Mercedes. 

I was, therefore, curious 
to drive the new C40. First, 

model entirely developed 
as an EV; and second, to see 
if the Swedish engineers 
could distil this new-found, 

feel-good Volvo factor into 
a car that runs on electrons 
instead of fuel.

The Volvo C40 Recharge 
Twin – to give it its full name 
– is also an attempt at a 
crossover-coupé kind of lay-
out, premiered by the BMW 
X6 with much success back 
in 2007. Recharge because, 
well, you can recharge it; and 
Twin because it has a twin-
motor system, which also 
means there is a simpler, less 
expensive C40 with just one 
motor propelling it.

As it stands, the C40 
Recharge Twin has a dual-
motor architecture with 
each one of them producing 
204 horsepower – meaning 
the C40 has a total output of 
408 electric ponies (!) and 
can get to 100km/h in 4.4 
seconds (!!).

Moreover, it’s a fuss-free 
experience. Just press the 
pedal on the right and off you 
go. There is a whoosh from 
the electric motors and sud-
denly all cars on the road 
seem like they are standing 
still. It’s quite an enjoyable 
thing this acceleration poten-
tial provided by electricity, 
although it may wear out 
when the novelty wears out.

Anyway, the C40 is a very 
nice everyday companion 
if you can plug it in at home 
at the end of the day. It’s not 
small, but it’s not so big that 
you cannot take it to the 
supermarket carpark, vis-
ibility from the high-driving 

position is good (even the 
small rear window didn’t 
bother me much) and usabil-
ity is excellent.

I really liked the calibra-
tion the engineers have given 
the chassis and suspension 
because the car feels quite 
soft – as it should. Body con-
trol is really rather good and 
there are some pleasurable 
rewards in tighter corners 
if you push it a bit harder 
than your brain is saying you 
should in such a car. Strong 
brakes also help.

There is not much infor-
mation coming from the 
steering, but that is usually 
the way in EVs, so no harm, 
no foul. Seats are good, 
there is no leather to be 
found and the wool uphol-

-
als are the same as you will 

task, but this is no luxury 
product, remember.

One very nice touch is the 
way the translucent panels 
on the door cards and the 
dashboard light up at night. 
Easy to achieve and it does 
look spectacular.

This being a Volvo, there 
are also endless safety assis-
tance systems. That is the 
thing about this car. It’s a 
Volvo just like all the others, 
except this one goes about its 
business in silence. It’s not 
some kind of breakthrough 
machine or a new era for 
the Swedish maker. It’s their 

good one. New in technology, 
but familiar in everything 
else, for good or bad, how-
ever you see it.

The infotainment is Vol-
vo’s latest, you can access 
Apple Car Play and Android 
Auto and dance to the sound 

of Harman Kardon’s great 
sound system. 

As for range, Volvo says the 
C40 Recharge Twin can do 
451km per charge, but really 
320 is more like it. Average 
consumption in perfect con-
ditions would be around the 
18kWh mark, but I could only 
manage a little over 22kWh. I 
did enjoy those 4.4 seconds for 
quite a few times, mind you. 
Anyway, with the charging 
infrastructure we have today, 
this is either: 1) a second car 
(like most EVs); 2) your only 
car, but you rent another vehi-
cle for longer trips.

At a nudge over €60,000 
(range starts at €48,000), 
this C40 is a car no one actu-
ally needs. And with €60,000 
to choose from, the market is 
enormous. So, you buy the 
C40 because you want it and 
because you can. Two good 
reasons in my book.

MOTORING
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“Another Volvo, 
another cool 
car. This one 
is an electric 
crossover with a 
coupé silhouette. 
Volvo could not 
have crammed 
any more trends 
in one vehicle if 
it tried.”

TEST DRIVE  ||  First ground-up pure 
electric Volvo is the same as any other 
Volvo these days. Cool.
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